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Asexual reproduction of Volvox. In a Vokox colony which i
destined to reproduce vegetatively, a few cells in the posterior em
enlarge, move toward the center of the colony, and lose thei
flagella. Each cell then divides up to form a new colony, whicl
develops to a considerable size while within the parent colon;
(Fig. 467). Finally the parent colony disintegrates and the daugh
ter colonies are set free. Often granddaughter colonies appea

Fie. 468. Volvox (Merrillosphaera) carteri
Note the large asexual daughter colonies within the mother colony and the
granddaughter colonies within the daughter colonies. Note also that no proto-
plasmic connections are visible
within the daughter colonies while the latter are still within the
parent colony (Fig. 468).
Sexual reproduction of Volvox. In sexual reproduction either a
few or a considerable number of cells in the posterior part of the
colony become differentiated. Male and female cells may be found
either in the same (Figs. 464, 466, 469) or in different colonies
(Fig. 465). The male cells are biflagellate spermatozoids and are
produced in large numbers by the division of a single cell (Fig, 469).
The female cells-are eggs (Fig. 469). Each egg is formed by the en-
largement of a single cell which loses its flagella and becomes
rounded and very much larger than a vegetative cell. The sperma-